
Legislative Action Team 
INFORMATIONAL SESSION



What is the STMA legislative Action 
team

 A group of community members who 
are engaged with current legislation 
happenings and work to educate and 
advocate for bills that have a direct 
positive impact on STMA 



School 
Funding 
101  To understand why legislative action is 

important we have to start with a basic 
understanding of how schools are funded, 

and what challenges they face.



How does State Education funding in 
Minnesota Work?

State Aid
• A set amount ($6,728) that every school 

receives per pupil this is called the Basic 
Formula

• 18 additional categories that award dollars 
based on the characteristics of our school 
district, and our students.

Levy Dollars

•LOR –school board implemented levy capped 
at $724 per pupil.

•LTFM- school board implemented levy capped 
at $380 per pupil

•Debt Services- voter approved bond

•Referendum- voter approved operating levy



What challenges do all MN schools 
face?
THE BASIC FUNDING FORMULA 

 The basic formula has not kept pace with 
inflation.  

 While the cost of staff, curriculum etc. has 
increased the basic formula portion of state 
aid has not kept pace with inflation.

UNFUNDED MANDATES

 The state does not fully fund special education 
mandates. This requires school districts to take 
money from the basic funding formula to 
cover these mandates.

 Taking money from one area to fund another is 
referred to a cross subsidy.  

 This amounts to a 780 Million Dollar Special 
Education Cross Subsidy in the state of MN, or 
4.4 Million Dollars at STMA



What additional challenge does STMA 
face? 
•All schools districts in Minnesota rely on the state to properly fund public education.  In the 
absence of adequate state funding school districts must ask taxpayers for additional funding 
through operating levies.

•In the state of Minnesota 71% of school districts have voter approved operating levies 

•The cost for taxpayers varies widely based on where taxpayers live.  The less commercial and 
industrial property in a community the greater the cost for homeowners. 

•In the early 1990s Legal action was taken against the state of Minnesota in order to provide 
equalization for taxpayers.  This was done, and was quite effective, but it has eroded over time 
shifting the burden back to taxpayers.



2022 Legislative Action Team Priorities

 HF 2657- Provides funding for the 
special education cross subsidy

HF3224- Provides Levy Equalization

While 2022 is not a funding year, the constitution of Minnesota requires that the state fund education.  
With a 9.2 Billion dollar surplus there is room for the state to increase funding for public schools.

The LAT has worked with the community to advocate for these two priorities through emails, phone calls 
and visits with  our elected representatives as well as those that sit on the education finance and property 
tax committees.



Where do things stand?

Legislative Priorities for Education Funding:

Governor $708 Million -2% Increase on the basic 
formula
-$45.6 Million towards Special 
Education Cross Subsidy

Senate $31 Million $30 Million grant for literacy 
training

House $1.6 Billion $422.4 Million towards Special 
education cross subsidy



Where do things stand? (contd.)
 Levy Equalization:

 Tax bills do not have the same deadlines as education policy and funding omnibus bills.  
Therefore we don’t yet have a full picture of where equalization stands.  

 The house property tax committee has included $40 Million in equalization for the LOR in their 
bill that has moved to the tax committee.

 Through conversations with the Senate we know that referendum and debt service equalization 
are still alive.  



How can you help?

 Spread Awareness:  Share this information 
with your friends, neighbors, family

 Be Informed:  Join the legislative action 
teams communication list for alerts when 
legislators need to be contacted by the 
community

 Use Your Voice:  As key dates for legislative 
action rolls around take 10 minutes to email 
elected officials.  There is nothing more 
important than sharing our stories

Sign-up for 
email 

communication 

Join the 
conversation on 

Facebook


